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LOCAL AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT 

Other covenants: Alternate histories of the Jewish people ed. by Andrea D. Lobel and 
Mark Shainblum 

What if there are other timelines, other histories, other Jews? 
Would they still have a covenant with the one God, or would 
they know strange gods? Would they have survived 
banishment, pogrom and Holocaust? What if the Holocaust had 
not occurred? Or what if it had succeeded beyond Hitler's 
darkest dreams? Some of the world's greatest speculative 
fiction authors explore these roads not taken, and many others, 
in Other Covenants: Alternate Histories of the Jewish People, 
the first-ever anthology of Jewish alternate history fiction. 
Contributors include Jack Dann, Robert Silverberg, Harry 
Turtledove, Jane Yolen, Lavie Tidhar and Benjamin Rosenbaum, 
among many others! 

 

Andrea D. Lobel is an ordained rabbi with a Ph.D. in Religion. She teaches Religion and 
Humanities at Carleton University and serves as a Jewish Studies teacher and rabbinic 
mentor at Darshan Yeshiva. In addition to her academic teaching and research, she is an 
award-winning writer and editor. Her research and publications are focused on the history 
of religion, science, and magic, with an emphasis on astronomy, space exploration, and 
artificial intelligence in religion. She also researches scientific and mathematical knowledge 
transmission between Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
 
Residing in Ottawa, Mark Shainblum is a well-known writer, editor, and publisher of comics, 
science fiction and fantasy. He founded and ran Matrix Comics, an independent comic book 
publishing house. With Gabriel Morrissette, Mark co-created the cult classic Canadian 
superhero series Northguard and the bestselling political parody Angloman. Mark is also a 
past president of SF Canada, Canada's national association of science fiction professionals, 
and co-edited the Aurora Award-winning anthology, Arrowdreams: An Anthology of 
Alternate Canadas. 

 

 

 

 



FICTION 

A glimmer through the beach by Juliet Ayres 

Mancunians Hannah Bernstein and Trish Wilcox are worlds apart 
in terms of social class - in terms of everything. Hannah is Jewish 
from the middle-class suburb of Didsbury and Trish is Catholic 
from an underprivileged Manchester council estate. Following a 
major earthquake in Naples, Hannah and Trish become trapped 
together for a week in the Ladies’ room of a 5-star hotel. Prior to 
this, the holidaymakers are strangers. One thing the women do 
have in common, however, is skeletons in their cupboards which 
they have realized cannot possibly be taken to the grave. 

 

 

 

 

Bluebird by Sharon Cameron  

In 1946 Eva arrives in New York City, from the rubble of Berlin, 
supposedly looking for a new life, but actually seeking justice 
against the Nazis that "escaped" with the help of the CIA; one in 
particular, the doctor who knows who Eva really is, because her 
identity is the product Project Bluebird, an experiment of the 
concentration camps involving brainwashing and mind control, 
which both the Americans and the Soviets would like access to--
and Eva does not know if she can trust anyone she meets, least of 
all Jake Katz, the young man she is attracted to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The book spy by Alan Hlad 

Inspired by true stories of the heroic librarian spies of WWII 
and spanning from the New York Public Library to Portugal’s 
city of espionage, 1942: With the war’s outcome hanging in the 
balance, President Roosevelt sends an unlikely new taskforce 
on a unique mission. They are librarians and microfilm 
specialists trained in espionage, working with a special branch 
of the Office of Strategic Services and deployed to neutral 
cities throughout Europe. By acquiring and scouring Axis 
newspapers, books, technical manuals, and periodicals, the 
librarians can gather information about troop location, 
weaponry, and military plans. Maria Alves, a microfilm expert 
working at the New York Public Library, is dispatched to Lisbon, 
where she meticulously photographs publications and sends 
the film to London to be analyzed. Working in tandem with 

Tiago Soares, a Portuguese bookstore owner on a precarious mission of his own—providing 
Jewish refugees with forged passports and visas—Maria acquires vital information, including 
a directory of arms factories in Germany. But as she and Tiago grow closer, any future 
together is jeopardized when Maria’s superiors ask her to pose as a double agent, feeding 
misinformation to Lars Steiger, a wealthy Swiss banker and Nazi sympathizer who launders 
Hitler’s gold. Gaining Lars’ trust will bring Maria into the very heart of the Fuhrer’s inner 
circle. And it will provide her with a chance to help steer the course of war, if she is willing 
to take risks as great as the possible rewards . . . 

 

 

Alice in condoland by Liz Bieler 

Alice Miller is an idealistic young woman who leaves the New York 
rat race in search of a more passionate and authentic life in South 
Florida. Her Manhattan salary affords her an ocean-facing 
condominium and luxury beyond her wildest, Upper West Side 
dreams. Those dreams, however, become a nightmare when she 
discovers corruption everywhere--in the news, at work, and in her 
new building, where self-dealing managers blatantly misuse her 
hard-earned cash. How can she fight back--and win--against 
pervasive fraud? Fully appreciative of the often-comical multi-
cultural swirl around her, Alice meets a series of characters--the 
Champion, Sherlock Holmez, Joanna Rivers, and Florence 
Nightingale--who become her friends. Working together, they 
bridge Condoland's English/Spanish divide. The Jews, Latins, and 

Latin Jews of Condoland join forces, launching an all-out campaign to overthrow their Board 
of Drektors. In the midst of this struggle, Alice blooms. She reassesses her life, relationships, 
and career, leaving behind what no longer serves her. By eschewing the opinions of others, 
Alice builds self-confidence to pursue her happiness. 

 



 

Mad honey by Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan 

Olivia McAfee knows what it feels like to start over. Her picture-
perfect life--living in Boston, married to a brilliant cardiothoracic 
surgeon, raising a beautiful son, Asher--was upended when her 
husband revealed a darker side. She never imagined she would 
end up back in her sleepy New Hampshire hometown, living in 
the house she grew up in, and taking over her father's 
beekeeping business. Lily Campanello is familiar with do-overs, 
too. When she and her mom relocate to Adams, New Hampshire, 
for her final year of high school, they both hope it will be a fresh 
start. And for just a short while, these new beginnings are exactly 
what Olivia and Lily need. Their paths cross when Asher falls for 
the new girl in school, and Lily can't help but fall for him, too. 
With Ash, she feels happy for the first time. Yet at times, she 

wonders if she can she trust him completely. Then one day, Olivia receives a phone call: Lily 
is dead, and Asher is being questioned by the police. Olivia is adamant that her son is 
innocent. But she would be lying if she didn't acknowledge the flashes of his father's temper 
in him, and as the case against him unfolds, she realizes he's hidden more than he's shared 
with her 

 

South of happily by G.A Anderson 

In the coastal town of Dufferin Beach, Katy Kiss wants more from 

life than flinging food in her family’s Hungarian restaurant. She’s 

searching for the hope she had as a child when her immigrant 

grandmother would pinch her cheek and say, “go finding your 

happily.” But Katy isn’t feeling the hope with her philandering 

husband who communicates in angry emojis now that their 

marriage is headed to divorce court. And if she’s being honest, 

even on her wedding day, the only thing she felt was queasy, like 

when you eat bad shrimp. Therapy might get her closer 

to happily but surviving fifty minutes of psychological 

interrogation is hard without obsessing about raspberry donuts 

or wondering why the couch, carpet and wall color in her shrink’s 

office are all the same shade of kill-me-now-beige…and why every decision she makes is 

wrong. When a crisis sends her far away from home, the secrets hidden in the Kiss family 

closet begin spilling out. Secrets that change everything Katy knows, and suddenly, finding 

happily is the last thing on her mind. 

 



The 12th commandment by Daniel Torday 

The Dönme sect―a group of Jewish-Islamic adherents with 

ancient roots―lives in an isolated community on rural land 

outside of smalltown Mt. Izmir, Ohio. Self-sustaining, deeply-

religious, and heavily-armed, they have followed their self-

proclaimed prophet, Natan of Flatbush, from Brooklyn to this new 

land. But the brutal murder of Natan’s teenage son throws their 

tight community into turmoil. When Zeke Leger, a thirty-year-old 

writer at a national magazine, arrives from New York for the 

funeral of a friend, he becomes intrigued by the case, and begins 

to report on the murder. His college girlfriend Johanna Franklin 

prosecuted the case, and believes it is closed. Before he knows it, 

Zeke becomes entangled in the conflict between the Dönme, suspicious local citizens, 

Johanna, and the law―with dangerous implications for his body and his soul. 

 

Before you know my name by Jacqueline Biblitz  

When she arrived in New York on her eighteenth birthday 

carrying nothing but $600 cash and a stolen camera, Alice Lee 

was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one month later, she is 

the city’s latest Jane Doe. She may be dead but that doesn’t 

mean her story is over. 

Meanwhile, Ruby Jones is also trying to reinvent herself. After 

travelling halfway around the world, she’s lonelier than ever in 

the Big Apple. Until she stumbles upon a woman’s body by the 

Hudson River, and suddenly finds herself unbreakably tied to the 

unknown dead woman. Alice is sure Ruby is the key to solving 

the mystery of her short life and tragic death. Ruby just wants to 

forget what she saw…but she can’t seem to stop thinking about 

the young woman she found. If she keeps looking, can she give this unidentified Jane Doe 

the ending and closure she deserves? 

 

 

 

 

 



NON-FICTION 

Jewish Soldiers in the Civil War  

What was it like to be a Jew in Lincoln’s armies? The Union army 
was as diverse as the embattled nation it sought to preserve, a 
unique mixture of ethnicities, religions, and identities. Almost one 
Union soldier in four was born abroad, and natives and 
newcomers fought side-by-side, sometimes uneasily. Yet though 
scholars have parsed the trials and triumphs of Irish, Germans, 
African Americans, and others in the Union ranks, they have 
remained largely silent on the everyday experiences of the largest 
non-Christian minority to have served. In ways visible and 
invisible to their fellow recruits and conscripts, the experience of 
Jews was distinct from that of other soldiers who served in 
Lincoln’s armies. Adam D. Mendelsohn draws for the first time 

upon the vast database of verified listings of Jewish soldiers serving in the Civil War 
collected by The Shapell Roster, as well as letters, diaries, and newspapers, to examine the 
collective experience of Jewish soldiers and to recover their voices and stories. The volume 
examines when and why they decided to enlist, explores their encounters with fellow 
soldiers, and describes their efforts to create community within the ranks. This monumental 
undertaking rewrites much of what we think we know about Jewish soldiers during the Civil 
War. 

 

Onto center stage: The biblical woman by Sara  

The Biblical narrative is usually very terse and cryptic. Over the 
millennia, Jewish scholars often painted a patriarchal picture 
with women "in their place." Yes, ancient Middle Eastern society 
was patriarchal, but matriarchs had power as well. Yes, kings 
ruled, but the king’s mother had major influence over him. 
Powerless women existed, but so did female prophets and 
judges. The narrative describes real people, with human 
weaknesses as well as strengths. There are love stories and lust 
stories, as well as stories of the dangers of favoritism, greed, and 
envy. This book puts these women―some are role models―into 
the context of an ancient society, bringing them imaginatively 
from the sidelines onto center stage. 

 

 

 

 



Yedias HaTorah step by step: A practical guide to retaining your learning by Rabbi Dovid 
Schoonmaker 

Yedias HaTorah is a central yet sometimes forgotten component 
of being a serious lomeid Torah and talmid chacham. So many 
lomdim lack guidance in how to acquire yedias haTorah. The 
sefer in your hands, in the words of HaRav Ahron Lopiansky 
shlita, is “a much needed practical guide in how to turn 
‘learning’ into ‘knowing.’ “EDIAS HATORAH is for you! Whether 
or not you have been successful at retaining your learning until 
now, the ideas and methods discussed in this sefer can help you 
greatly improve. If you are at the beginning of your journey as a 
serious lomeid Torah, this work can help establish proper 
attitudes and practices from the start. Additionally, melamdei 
Torah can use this sefer to significantly enhance the learning 
experience of their talmidim and to better understand a central 

struggle many of them are facing. 

 

Jerusalem falls: Seven centuries of war and peace by John D. Hosler 

The first full account of the medieval struggle for Jerusalem, from 

the seventh to the thirteenth century. The history of Jerusalem is 

one of conflict, faith, and empire. Few cities have been attacked as 

often and as savagely. This was no less true in the Middle Ages. 

From the Persian sack in 614 through the bloody First Crusade and 

beyond, Jerusalem changed hands countless times. But despite 

these horrific acts of violence, its story during this period is also 

one of interfaith tolerance and accord. In this gripping history, 

John D. Hosler explores the great clashes and delicate settlements 

of medieval Jerusalem. He examines the city’s many sieges and 

considers the experiences of its inhabitants of all faiths. The city’s 

conquerors consistently acknowledged and reinforced the rights of those religious 

minorities over which they ruled. Deeply researched, this account reveals the way in which 

Jerusalem’s past has been constructed on partial histories—and urges us to reckon with the 

city’s broader historical contours 

 

 

 

 



Religion and genocide: Changing the conversation by Steven Leonard Jacobs  

Religion and Genocide: Changing the Conversation is a cutting-
edge introduction to the complex and controversial relationship 
between religion and genocide. This volume aims to widen the 
reader's understanding of religion and those who practice it, 
the nexus of religion and violence, and those who legitimate 
their violence by framing it in religious terms by looking at 
notions of holy wars, religious wars and genocide and the 
practitioners of such. This book delves into our current thinking 
of ourselves as biological entities, our relationship to genocide, 
and the impact of geography (including climate change) and 
diseases on our humanity and our ability to commit genocide. 
Tying together all these seemingly disparate threads, this text 
concludes with the significant and still largely unanswered 
question, "Where do we go from here?". Highlighting the 

complex relationship between religion and genocide, this is an essential read for students 
and academics studying religion and violence, Judaism, Judaic studies, and Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. Religion and Genocide will also be of interest to researchers in related 
subjects such as history, politics, sociology and anthropology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The last million: Europe’s displaced persons from World War one to the Cold War by David 
Nasaw 

 In May 1945, German forces surrendered to the Allied powers, 
putting an end to World War II in Europe. But the aftershocks 
of global military conflict did not cease with the German 
capitulation. Millions of lost and homeless concentration camp 
survivors, POWs, slave laborers, political prisoners, and Nazi 
collaborators in flight from the Red Army overwhelmed 
Germany, a nation in ruins. British and American soldiers 
gathered the malnourished and desperate refugees and 
attempted to repatriate them. But after exhaustive efforts, 
there remained more than a million displaced persons left 
behind in Germany: Jews, Poles, Estonians, Latvians, 
Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and other Eastern Europeans who 
refused to go home or had no homes to return to. The Last 
Million would spend the next three to five years in displaced 

persons camps, temporary homelands in exile divided by nationality, with their own police 
forces, churches and synagogues, schools, newspapers, theaters, and infirmaries. The 
international community could not agree on the fate of the Last Million, and after a year of 
debate and inaction, the International Refugee Organization was created to resettle them in 
lands suffering from postwar labor shortages. But no nations were willing to accept the 
200,000 to 250,000 Jewish men, women, and children who remained trapped in Germany. 
In 1948, the United States, among the last countries to accept refugees for resettlement, 
finally passed a displaced persons bill. With Cold War fears supplanting memories of World 
War II atrocities, the bill granted the vast majority of visas to those who were reliably anti-
Communist, including thousands of former Nazi collaborators and war criminals, while 
severely limiting the entry of Jews, who were suspected of being Communist sympathizers 
or agents because they had been recent residents of Soviet-dominated Poland. Only after 
the controversial partition of Palestine and Israel's declaration of independence were the 
remaining Jewish survivors able to leave their displaced persons camps in Germany. 
The Last Million tells the gripping yet until now largely hidden story of postwar displacement 
and statelessness. By 1952, the Last Million were scattered around the world. As they 
crossed from their broken past into an unknowable future, they carried with them their 
wounds, their fears, their hope, and their secrets. Here for the first time, Nasaw illuminates 
their incredible history and, with profound contemporary resonance, shows us that it is our 
history as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUNG ADULT 

28 days: A novel of resistance in the Warsaw Ghetto by David Safier 

Warsaw, 1942. Sixteen-year old Mira smuggles food into the 
Ghetto to keep herself and her family alive. When she discovers 
that the entire Ghetto is to be "liquidated"―killed or "resettled" 
to concentration camps―she desperately tries to find a way to 
save her family. She meets a group of young people who are 
planning the unthinkable: an uprising against the occupying 
forces. Mira joins the resistance fighters who, with minimal 
supplies and weapons, end up holding out for twenty-eight days, 
longer than anyone had thought possible. 
 

 

 

 

JUVINILE  

Hanukkah in little Havana by Julie Anna Blank  

 Every December, a little girl in Virginia looks forward to 

receiving a crate of oranges from her grandparents in 

Miami, but this year is even better. The family is taking a 

driving trip to visit Nonna and Nonno in Florida! At Nonna 

and Nonno’s house, they pick grapefruit and oranges under 

the sun. They dance the salsa and play in the waves at the 

beach. Best of all, they celebrate Hanukkah together. The 

girls help Nonna make latkes, and buñuelos stuffed with 

almonds and guava jelly. It’s eight days of light and love. 

 

A gift of feathers by Ken Schept  

 

When she finds a feather, Grandma Dot adds it to her 

collection. Feathers, she tells her two granddaughters, 

remind Grandma Dot of people she’s lost. At first, the girls 

see the feathers as fun to play with. But soon, Grandma 

Dot’s feathers take on larger meanings – of comfort, 

remembrance, and love. This affectionate, hopeful story 

will inspire readers of all ages to make memories and 

traditions part of their own family stories. 

 



Tizzy, the dizzy dreidel by Allison and Wayne Marks  

 

Encouraged by the little girl who selected her from the 

pile of dreidels, Tizzy the dreidel bravely sets out on an 

eight-day spinning Hanukkah adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mendel’s Hanukkah mess up by Chana and Larry Stiefel 

 

When the rabbi asks him to drive the Mitzvah Mobile 

through the streets of New York's Lower East Side and 

invite everyone to the Hanukkah Bash, Mendel, who 

constantly messes up, learns that mistakes can happen and 

sometimes that's not so bad. 


