
New Titles May 2022 

FICTION 

My fine fellow: A delicious entanglement by Jennieke Cohen  

It’s 1830s England, and Culinarians—doyens who consult with 
society’s elite to create gorgeous food and confections—are the 
crème de la crème of high society. Helena Higgins, top of her class 
at the Royal Academy, has a sharp demeanor and an even sharper 
palate—and knows stardom awaits her if she can produce 
greatness in her final year. Penelope Pickering is going to prove the 
value of non-European cuisine to all of England. Her 
contemporaries may scorn her Filipina heritage and her dishes, but 
with her flawless social graces and culinary talents, Penelope is set 
to prove them wrong. Elijah Little has nothing to his name but a 
truly excellent instinct for flavors. London merchants won’t allow a 
Jewish boy to own a shop, so he hawks his pasties for a shilling a 

piece to passersby—but he knows with training he can break into the highest echelon of 
society. When Penelope and Helena meet Elijah, a golden opportunity arises: to pull off a 
project never seen before, and turn Elijah from a street vendor to a gentleman chef. But 
Elijah’s transformation will have a greater impact on this trio than they originally realize—
and mayhem, unseemly faux pas, and a little romance will all be a part of the delicious 
recipe. 

Pure Colour by Sheila Heti 

Here we are, just living in the first draft of creation, which was 
made by some great artist, who is now getting ready to tear it 
apart. In this first draft, a woman named Mira leaves home for 
school. There, she meets Annie, whose tremendous power opens 
Mira’s chest like a portal—to what, she doesn’t know. When Mira 
is older, her beloved father dies, and she enters the strange and 
dizzying dimension that true loss opens up. Pure Colour tells the 
story of a life, from beginning to end. It is a galaxy of a novel: 
explosive, celestially bright, huge, and streaked with beauty. It is a 
contemporary bible, an atlas of feeling, and a shape-shifting epic. 
Sheila Heti is a philosopher of modern experience, and she has 
reimagined what a book can hold. 

 

 

 

 



All the Queen’s Men by SJ Bennett 

The second novel in SJ Bennett’s series: Her Majesty the Queen 
investigates. At Buckingham Palace, the autumn of 2016 presages 
uncertain times. The Queen must deal with the fallout from the Brexit 
referendum, a new female prime minister, and a tumultuous election 
in the United States—yet these prove to be the least of her worries 
when a staff member is found dead beside the palace swimming 
pool. Is it truly the result of a tragic accident, as the police think, or is 
something more sinister going on? Meanwhile, her assistant private 
secretary, Rozie Oshodi, is on the trail of a favorite painting that once 
hung outside the Queen’s bedroom and appears to have been 
misappropriated by the Royal Navy. And a series of disturbing 
anonymous letters have begun circulating in the palace. The Queen’s 
courtiers think they have it all ‘under control’, but Her Majesty is not 
so sure. After all, though the staff and public may not be aware, she 
is the keenest sleuth among them. Sometimes, it takes a Queen’s 
eye to see connections where no one else can. 

 

Happy for you by Claire Stanford 

Four years into writing her still-unfinished philosophy 
dissertation, and anticipating a marriage proposal from her long-
term boyfriend, Evelyn Kominsky Kumamoto is wrestling with big 
questions about life: How can she do meaningful work in the 
world? Is she ready for marriage—and motherhood? But no one 
else around her seems to share her ambivalence. Her relentlessly 
optimistic, Midwestern boyfriend has no hesitation about making 
a lifelong commitment; her best friend, Sharky, seems to have 
wholeheartedly embraced his second-choice career as a trend 
forecaster; and her usually reserved father has thrown himself 
headlong into a new relationship—his first since her mother’s 
passing when Evelyn was fourteen. Swallowing her doubts, 
Evelyn makes a leap, leaving academia for a job as a researcher 
at the third-most popular internet company, where her team is 

tasked with developing an app that will help users quantify and augment their happiness. 
Confronting Silicon Valley’s norm-reinforcing algorithms and predominantly white culture, 
she struggles to find belonging: as a biracial person, as an Asian American, and as someone 
who doesn’t know how to perform social media’s vision of what womanhood should look 
like. As her misgivings mount, an unexpected development upends her assumptions about 
her future, and Evelyn embarks on a journey toward an authentic happiness all her own. 
Wry, touching, and sharply attuned to the ambivalence, atomization, and illusion of control 
that characterize modern life, Happy for You is a story of a young woman at a crossroads 
that movingly explores how, even in this mediated world, our emotions, contradictions, and 
vulnerabilities have a transformative power we could never predict. 

 

 

 



The maid by Nita Prose 

Molly Gray is not like everyone else. She struggles with social skills 
and misreads the intentions of others. Her gran used to interpret 
the world for her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could live 
by. Since Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly 
has been navigating life’s complexities all by herself. No matter—
she throws herself with gusto into her work as a hotel maid. Her 
unique character, along with her obsessive love of cleaning and 
proper etiquette, make her an ideal fit for the job. She delights in 
donning her crisp uniform each morning, stocking her cart with 
miniature soaps and bottles, and returning guest rooms at the 
Regency Grand Hotel to a state of perfection. But Molly’s orderly 
life is upended the day she enters the suite of the infamous and 

wealthy Charles Black, only to find it in a state of disarray and Mr. Black himself dead in his 
bed. Before she knows what’s happening, Molly’s unusual demeanor has the police 
targeting her as their lead suspect. She quickly finds herself caught in a web of deception, 
one she has no idea how to untangle. Fortunately for Molly, friends she never knew she had 
unite with her in a search for clues to what really happened to Mr. Black. But will they be 
able to find the real killer before it’s too late? Both a Clue-like, locked-room mystery and a 
heartwarming journey of the spirit, The Maid explores what it means to be the same as 
everyone else and yet entirely different—and reveals that all mysteries can be solved 
through connection to the human heart. 

 

The lightening rod by Brad Meltzer  

The second in Meltzer’s Zig & Nola series. What’s the one secret no 
one knows about you? Archie Mint has a secret. He’s led a charmed 
life—he’s got a beautiful wife, two impressive kids, and a successful 
military career. But when he’s killed while trying to stop a robbery in 
his own home, his family is shattered—and then shocked when the 
other shoe drops. Mint’s been hiding criminal secrets none of them 
could have imagined. While working on Mint’s body before his 
funeral, mortician “Zig” Zigarowski discovers something he was 
never meant to see. That telling detail leads him to Mint’s former 
top secret military unit and his connection to artist Nola Brown. Two 
years ago, Nola saved Zig’s life—so he knows better than most that 
she’s as volatile and dangerous as a bolt of lightning. Following 

Nola’s trail, he uncovers one of the U.S. government’s most intensely guarded secrets—an 
undisclosed military facility that dates back to the Cold War and holds the key to something 
far more sinister: a hidden group willing to compromise the very safety and security of 
America itself. Trouble always finds her…She’s the lightning rod. 

 

 

 



Be here to love me at the end of the world by Sasha Fletcher 

It’s Brooklyn. It’s winter. It’s so cold outside you could execute 
billionaires in the street about it. Sam lives with Eleanor and they 
are in love. He has three or four outstanding invoices that would 
each cover rent for a month. At some point, the President is going 
to make some absolutely wild announcements that will only end in 
doom. In a surreal, funny, and heart-breaking version of reality, 
Sasha Fletcher’s highly anticipated first novel occupies that rare 
register that manages to speak to an increasingly incomprehensible 
world. Through scenes that poetically transform the mundane into 
the sublime and the absurd into the tragic, Be Here to Love Me at 
the End of the World is about the exquisite beauty of being in love 
in a world that is falling apart. 

 

Jews versus zombies edited by Lavie Tidhar and Rebecca Levene 

In Jews vs Zombies, editors Lavie Tidhar and Rebecca Levene have 
gathered together brand new stories from the light-hearted to the 
profound, with authors ranging from BSFA Award winner Adam 
Roberts to best-selling author Sarah Lotz, all asking, for the first time, 
the question you didn’t even know you wanted answered – what 
happens when the Chosen People meet the Living Dead? 

 

 

 

 

Jews versus Aliens edited by Lavie Tidhar and Rebecca Levene 

In Jews vs Aliens, editors Lavie Tidhar and Rebecca Levene have 
gathered together brand new stories from the light-hearted to the 
profound, with authors ranging from Orange Prize winner Naomi 
Alderman to Big Bang Theory writer/producer Eric Kaplan, all asking, 
for the first time, the question you didn’t even know you wanted 
answered – what happens when the aliens arrive, only to 
encounter... Jews? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An apprenticeship or the book of pleasures by Clarice Lispector  

Lori, a primary school teacher, is isolated and nervous, 
comfortable with children but unable to connect to adults. When 
she meets Ulisses, a professor of philosophy, an opportunity 
opens: a chance to escape the shipwreck of introspection and 
embrace the love, including the sexual love, of a man. Her 
attempt, as Sheila Heti writes in her afterword, is not only “to 
love and to be loved,” but also “to be worthy of life itself.” 
Published in 1968, An Apprenticeship is Clarice Lispector’s 
attempt to reinvent herself following the exhausting effort of her 
metaphysical masterpiece The Passion According to G. H. Here, in 
this unconventional love story, she explores the ways in which 
people try to bridge the gaps between them, and the result, 
unusual in her work, surprised many readers and became a 

bestseller. Some appreciated its accessibility; others denounced it as sexist or superficial. To 
both admirers and critics, the Olympian Clarice gave a typically elliptical answer: “I 
humanized myself,” she said. “The book reflects that.” 
 

Fear: and other stories by Chana Blankshteyn 

Fear and Other Storiesis a translation from Yiddish to English of 
the collected stories of Chana Blankshteyn ( 1860-1939), a 
woman who may be almost entirely forgotten now but was 
widely admired during her long and productive life. The mere 
existence of these stories is itself a remarkable feat as the 
collection was published in July 1939, just before the Nazis 
invaded Poland and two weeks before Blankshteyn's death. 
Anita Norich's introduction argues that this is not a work of 
Holocaust literature (there are no death camps, partisans or 
survivors of WWII), but anti-Semitism is palpable, as is the threat 
of war and its aftermath. What could it have felt like to live 
under these conditions? How might a woman who was a 
feminist, a Jew, and an activist understand the recent past of 
war and revolution through which she had lived and also 

confront the horror that was beginning to unfold? The nine stories in this volume take place 
primarily in Vilna, as well as various parts of Europe. As if presaging what was to come, 
World War I and Russian civil wars are the backdrops to these stories, as Jews and non-Jews 
find themselves under German occupation or caught up in the revolutionary fervor that 
promised them much and took away almost everything. The young women in Blankshteyn's 
stories insist on their independence, on equality with their lovers, and on meaningful work. 
Like the men in the stories, they study, work, and yearn for love. The situations in which 
these characters find themselves may be unfamiliar to a contemporary reader, but their 
reactions to the turmoil, the frighteningly changing times, and the desire for love and self-
expression are deeply resonant with today's audience. The history may be specific, but the 
emotions are universal. Blankshteyn's stories are both a view of the final gasp of Eastern 
European Jewish culture and a compelling modern perspective on the broader world.  



NON-FICTION 

The Israeli century: How the Zionist revolution changed history and reinvented Judaism by 
Yossi Shain 

In this important breakthrough work, Yossi Shain takes us on a 
sweeping and surprising journey through the history of the Jewish 
people, from the destruction of the First Temple in the sixth 
century B.C.E. up to the modern era. Over the course of this long 
history, Jews have moved from a life of Diaspora, which ultimately 
led to destruction, to a prosperous existence in a thriving, 
independent nation state. The new power of Jewish sovereignty 
has echoed around the world and gives Israelis a new and 
significant role as influential global players. In the Israeli Century, 
the Jew is reborn, feeling a deep responsibility for his tradition and 
a natural connection to his homeland. A sense of having a home to 
return to allows him to travel the wider world and act with ease 

and confidence. In the Israeli Century, the Israeli Jew can fully express the strengths 
developed over many generations in the long period of wandering and exile. As a result, 
Shain argues, the burden of preserving the continuity of the Jewish people and defining its 
character is no longer the responsibility of Diaspora communities. Instead it now falls 
squarely on the shoulders of Israelis themselves. The challenges of Israeli sovereignty in turn 
require farsighted leaders with a clear-eyed understanding of the dangers that confront the 
Jewish future, as well as the incredible opportunities it offers. 

 

Translated memories: Transgenerational perspectives on the Holocaust edited by Bettina 
Hofman and Ursula Reuter 

This volume engages with memory of the Holocaust as expressed 
in literature, film, and other media. It focuses on the cultural 
memory of the second and third generations of Holocaust 
survivors, while also taking into view those who were children 
during the Nazi period. Language loss, language acquisition, and 
the multiple needs of translation are recurrent themes for all of 
the authors discussed. By bringing together authors and scholars 
(often both) from different generations, countries, and 
languages, and focusing on transgenerational and translational 
issues, this book presents multiple perspectives on the subject of 
Holocaust memory, its impact, and its ongoing worldwide 
communication. 

 

 

 



 

The girl in the middle: Growing up between black and white, rich and poor by Anais 
Granofsky 

When Anais Granofsky’s parents meet in the early 1970s, they are 
foreign and fascinating to each other. Stanley is the son of a very 
wealthy Toronto Jewish family; Jean is one of fifteen children from 
a poor Black Methodist family, direct descendants of the freed 
Randolph slaves. When Jean becomes pregnant at nineteen, 
Stanley doesn’t anticipate being cut off by his parents. Nor does 
the couple anticipate that Stanley, soon to rename himself Fakeer, 
will find his calling in the spiritual teachings of Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh on an ashram in India.The Girl in the Middle is the story 
of a child who spends her life navigating between two very 
different worlds. Alone, Anais and her mother teetered on the 
poverty line, sharing a mattress in a single room in social housing in 

Toronto, while her grandparents lived a twenty-minute car ride away on the mansion-lined 
Bridle Path. As Anais grows up, she spends weekends having lunch with her grandmother by 
the pool, while during the week, she and her mother often don’t know where their next 
meal will come from, even after Fakeer’s return. Anais realizes that if she wants to be loved, 
she has to switch identities to please each of the adult women in her family. It isn’t until she 
gets a role in the TV series Degrassi Junior High that Anais finds a third world—her own—
and begins to define an identity for herself. The Girl in the Middle offers a powerful lens to 
explore how two families, one white and one Black, faced systemic oppression spanning 
multiple generations and came out at opposite economic classes—and how they clashed 
when they shared a granddaughter. With compassion and vivid storytelling, Granofsky 
shares her experience of living in opposite worlds, and demonstrates how generational 
shame, grief and prejudice ultimately lead to love and forgiveness.  

Judah Benjamin: Counselor to the Confederacy by James Traub  

Judah P. Benjamin (1811–1884) was a brilliant lawyer in New 
Orleans, and one of the first Jewish members of the U.S. 
Senate. He then served in the Confederacy as secretary of war 
and secretary of state, becoming the confidant and alter ego of 
Jefferson Davis. In this new biography, James Traub grapples 
with the difficult truth that Benjamin, who was considered one 
of the greatest legal minds in the United States, was a slave 
owner who deployed his oratorical skills in defense of slavery. 
How could a man as gifted as Benjamin, knowing that virtually 
all serious thinkers outside the American South saw slavery as 
the most abhorrent of practices, not see that he was complicit 
with evil? This biography makes a serious moral argument both 
about Jews who assimilated to Southern society by embracing 
slave culture and about Benjamin himself, a man of great 

resourcefulness and resilience who would not, or could not, question the practice on which 
his own success, and that of the South, was founded. 



The connections paradigm: Ancient Jewish wisdom for modern mental health by David H. 
Rosmarin 

This book introduces an approach to mental health that dates back 
3,000 years to an ancient body of Jewish spiritual wisdom. Known 
as the Connections Paradigm, the millennia-old method has been 
empirically shown to alleviate symptoms of stress, anxiety, and 
depression. After being passed down from generation to 
generation and tested in clinical settings with private clients, it is 
presented here for the first time to a wide audience.The idea 
behind the paradigm is that human beings, at any given moment, 
are either "connected" or "disconnected" across three key 
relationships. To be "connected" means to be in a loving, 
harmonious, and fulfilling relationship; to be "disconnected" 
means, of course, the opposite. The three relationships are those 

between our souls and our bodies, ourselves and others, and ourselves and God. These 
relationships are hierarchal; each depends on the one that precedes it. This means that we 
can only connect with God to the extent that we connect with others, and we cannot 
connect with others if we don’t connect with ourselves. The author, Dr. David H. Rosmarin, 
devotes a section to each relationship, and describes techniques and practices to become a 
more connected individual. He also brings in compelling stories from his clinical practice to 
show the process in action. Whether you're a clinician working with clients, or a person 
seeking the healing balm of wisdom; whether you're a member of the Jewish faith, or a 
person open to new spiritual perspectives, you will find this book sensible, practical, and 
timely, because, for all of us, connection leads to mental health. 

Conspiracy U: A case study by Scott A. Shay 

In Conspiracy U, Shay presents a case study of his alma mater, 
Northwestern University, in order to challenge the proliferation 
of anti-Zionist conspiracy theories championed on college 
campuses by both the far right and far left. Shay tackles the 
thorny question of how otherwise brilliant minds willingly come 
to embrace and espouse such patent falsehoods. He explains 
why Zionism, the movement for Jewish national self-
determination, has become the focal point for both far-right and 
far-left conspiracy theories. His keen analysis reveals why Jews 
serve as the canary in the coal mine. Conspiracy U delivers an 
urgent wake-up call for everyone who cares about the future of 
civil society and is concerned that universities today are failing at 
teaching students how to strive for truth but rather guiding 
students to blindly trust theories driven by ideology. The book 

provides a roadmap for reform based on universal moral and intellectual standards and 
offers a way out of the culture wars that are ripping America apart 

 

 



Scoundrel: How a convicted murderer persuaded the women who loved him, the 
conservative establishment, and the courts to set him free by Sarah Weinman  

A true-crime masterpiece, this is a story of wrongful 
exoneration about killer Edgar Smith and the prominent 
crusaders who fell prey to his charm. Having spent almost half 
his lifetime in California's state penitentiary system, convicted 
killer Edgar Smith died in obscurity in 2017 at the age of 83 - a 
miracle, really, as he was meant to be executed nearly six 
decades earlier. Tried and convicted in the state of New Jersey 
for the 1957 murder of 15-year-old Victoria Zielinski, Smith 
was once the most famous convict in America. Scoundrel tells 
the true, almost-too-bizarre, story of a man saved from Death 
Row by way of an unlikely friendship - developed in nearly 
2,000 pages of prison correspondence - with National 
Review founder William F. Buckley, Jr., one of the most famous 
figures in the neo-conservative movement. Buckley wrote 
articles, fundraised, and hired lawyers to fight for a new trial, 

eventually enlisting the help of Sophie Wilkins, a book editor with whom Smith would have 
a torrid epistolary affair. As a result of these friends' advocacy, Smith not only gained his 
freedom, he vaulted to the highest intellectual echelons as a best-selling author, an expert 
on prison reform, and a minor celebrity - only to fall, spectacularly, back to earth, when his 
murderous impulses once more prevailed. Weinman's Scoundrel is a gripping investigation 
into a case where crime and culture intersect, where recent memory begins to slide into 
history and where the darkest of violent impulses meet literary ambition, human ego, and 
hunger for fame. 

In Hitler’s Munich: Jews. The revolution and the rise of Nazism by Michael Brenner  

In the aftermath of Germany's defeat in World War I and the 
failed November Revolution of 1918–19, the conservative 
government of Bavaria identified Jews with left-wing radicalism. 
Munich became a hotbed of right-wing extremism, with 
synagogues under attack and Jews physically assaulted in the 
streets. It was here that Adolf Hitler established the Nazi 
movement and developed his antisemitic ideas. Michael Brenner 
provides a gripping account of how Bavaria's capital city became 
the testing ground for Nazism and the Final Solution. 
In a narrative that takes readers from Hitler's return to Munich 
following the armistice to his calamitous Beer Hall Putsch in 1923, 
Brenner demonstrates why the city's transformation is crucial for 
understanding the Nazi era and the tragedy of the Holocaust. 

Brenner describes how Hitler and his followers terrorized Munich's Jews and were aided by 
politicians, judges, police, and ordinary residents. He shows how the city's Jews responded 
to the antisemitic backlash in many different ways―by declaring their loyalty to the state, 
by avoiding public life, or by abandoning the city altogether. Drawing on a wealth of 
previously unknown documents, In Hitler's Munich reveals the untold story of how a once-
cosmopolitan city became, in the words of Thomas Mann, "the city of Hitler." 



Zabar’s: A family story, with recipes by Lori Zabar 

When Louis and Lilly Zabar rented a counter in a dairy store on 
80th Street and Broadway in 1934 to sell smoked fish, they 
could not have imagined that their store would eventually 
occupy half a city block and become a beloved mecca for 
quality food of all kinds. A passion for perfection, a keen 
business sense, cutthroat competitive instincts, and devotion 
to their customers led four generations of Zabars to create the 
Upper West Side shrine to the cheese, fish, meat, produce, 
baked goods, and prepared products that heralded the 
twentieth-century revolution in food production and 
consumption. Lori Zabar—Louis’s granddaughter—begins with 
her grandfather’s escape from Ukraine in 1921, following a 
pogrom in which several family members were killed. She 
describes Zabar’s gradual expansion, Louis’s untimely death in 

1950, and the passing of the torch to Saul, Stanley, and partner Murray Klein, who raised 
competitive pricing to an art form and added top-tier houseware and appliances. She paints 
a delectable portrait of Zabar’s as it is today—the intoxicating aromas, the crowds, the 
devoted staff—and shares behind-the-scenes anecdotes of the long-time employees, family 
members, eccentric customers, and celebrity fans who have created a uniquely American 
institution that honors its immigrant roots, revels in its New York history, and is relentless in 
its devotion to the art and science of selling gourmet food. 

The puzzler: One man’s quest to solve the most baffling puzzles ever, from crosswords to 
jigsaws: why we love them, what they do to our brains, and how they can improve our 
world by A.J Jacobs  

What makes puzzles, jigsaws, mazes, riddles, sudokus so 
satisfying? Be it the formation of new cerebral pathways, their 
close link to insight and humor, or their community-building 
properties, they’re among the fundamental elements that make 
us human. Convinced that puzzles have made him a better 
person, A.J. Jacobs, four-time New York Times bestselling author, 
master of immersion journalism, and nightly crossworder set out 
to determine their myriad benefits. And maybe, in the process, 
solve the puzzle of our very existence. Well, almost. In The 
Puzzler, Jacobs meets the most zealous devotees, any puzzle 
competition that will have him, unpacks the history of the most 
popular puzzles, and aims to solve the most impossible head-
scratchers, from a mutant Rubik’s Cube, to the hardest corn maze 

in America, to the most sadistic jigsaw. Chock-full of unforgettable adventures and original 
examples from around the world, including new work by Greg Pliska, one of America’s top 
puzzle-makers, and a hidden, super-challenging but solvable puzzle that will earn the first 
reader to crack it a $10,000 prize*.The Puzzler will open readers’ eyes to the power of 
flexible thinking and concentration. Whether you’re puzzle obsessed or puzzle hesitant, 
you’ll walk away with real problem-solving strategies and pathways toward becoming a 
better thinker and decision maker—for these are certainly puzzling times. 



YOUNG READER/YOUNG ADULT 

Starlight soup: A Sukkot story by Elana Rubinstein  

Searching for a new recipe to welcome Sukkot guests to her 
family's restaurant Saralee uses her super-nose to smell her way 
to the stars. But her magical Starlight Soup turns out to be a 
taste-bud disaster now what? 

 

 

 

 

 

The 150,000 rugelach by Allison and Wayne Marks  

Exploding with loud, rock 'n' roll attitude, eleven-year-old Jack 

Fineman dreams of becoming the greatest pastry chef who ever 

lived. His plans are thrown off course when his butterscotch basil 

brownies are upstaged at his sixth-grade holiday party by a simple 

plate of chocolate rugelach brought in by Jillian Mermelstein-the 

new girl at school whose mother has just died and who only 

wants to be left alone. These budding bakers' lives are mixed 

together when they are selected to compete as teammates in a 

nationally televised competition. For Jack, this is his chance to 

advance one step closer to culinary greatness. For Jillian, it's an 

opportunity to help her father by winning her share of the 

$150,000 top prize. Preparing to face bakers from the city's other middle schools, Jack and 

Jillian struggle to find the right recipe for working together. Along the way, they make the 

world's most irresistible oatmeal cricket cookies, battle Jack's checkered-pants-wearing 

brother for miniature golf supremacy, and discover the troubling reasons why each of them 

was chosen for the contest. 

 

 

 

 



Not your All-American girl by Wendy Wan-Long Shang  

Lauren and her best friend, Tara, have always done absolutely 

everything together. So when they don't have any classes 

together in sixth grade, it's disastrous. The solution? Trying out 

for the school play. Lauren, who loves to sing, wonders if 

maybe, just maybe, she will be the star instead of Tara this 

time. But when the show is cast, Lauren lands in the ensemble, 

while Tara scores the lead role. Their teacher explains: Lauren 

just doesn't look the part of the all-American girl. What 

audience would believe that she, half-Jewish, half-Chinese 

Lauren, was the every girl star from Pleasant Valley, USA? From 

amidst the ensemble, Lauren tries to support her best friend. 

But when she can't bring herself to sing anymore, her spot in 

the play and her friendship are in jeopardy. With the help of a 

button-making business, the music of Patsy Cline, and her two bickering grandmothers, can 

Lauren find her voice again? Acclaimed coauthors Madelyn Rosenberg and Wendy Wan-

Long Shang return to the 1980s world of Sydney Taylor Honor Book This Is Just a Test with 

this laugh-out-loud coming-of-age story. 

 

Coming of age: 13 B’nai Mitzvah stories edited by Jonathan Rosen and Henry Herz 

What does it mean to become an adult in your faith? Join 

thirteen diverse characters as they experience anxiety, doubt, 

and self-discovery while preparing for their b'nai mitzvah. And 

whether celebrating with a lavish party or in reception room A 

with an accordion player, the Jewish rite of passage remains the 

same. Filled with humor, hope, and history, there's something in 

this anthology for every reader, regardless of their faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ellen outside the lines by A.J Sass 

Thirteen-year-old Ellen Katz feels most comfortable when her 

life is well planned out and people fit neatly into her predefined 

categories. She attends temple with Abba and Mom every 

Friday and Saturday. Ellen only gets crushes on girls, never 

boys, and she knows she can always rely on her best-and-only 

friend, Laurel, to help navigate social situations at their private 

Georgia middle school. Laurel has always made Ellen feel like 

being autistic is no big deal. But lately, Laurel has started 

making more friends, and cancelling more weekend plans with 

Ellen than she keeps. A school trip to Barcelona seems like the 

perfect place for Ellen to get their friendship back on track. 

Except it doesn't. Toss in a new nonbinary classmate whose 

identity has Ellen questioning her very binary way of seeing the world, homesickness, a 

scavenger hunt-style team project that takes the students through Barcelona to learn about 

Spanish culture and this trip is anything but what Ellen planned. Making new friends and 

letting go of old ones is never easy, but Ellen might just find a comfortable new place for 

herself if she can learn to embrace the fact that life doesn't always stick to a planned 

itinerary. 

Abby tried and true by Donna Gephart  

When Abby Braverman’s best friend, Cat, moves to Israel, she’s 

sure it’s the worst thing that could happen. But then her older 

brother, Paul, is diagnosed with cancer, and life upends again. 

Now it’s up to Abby to find a way to navigate seventh grade 

without her best friend, help keep her brother’s spirits up 

during difficult treatments, and figure out her surprising new 

feelings for the boy next door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As if on cue by Marisa Kanter 

Lifelong rivals Natalie and Reid have never been on the same 

team. So when their school’s art budget faces cutbacks, of 

course Natalie finds herself up against her nemesis once more. 

She’s fighting to direct the school’s first ever student-written 

play, but for her small production to get funding, the school’s 

award-winning band will have to lose it. Reid’s band. And he’s 

got no intention of letting the show go on. But when their rivalry 

turns into an all-out prank war that goes too far, Natalie and 

Reid have to face the music, resulting in the worst compromise: 

writing and directing a musical. Together. At least if they deliver 

a sold-out show, the school board will reconsider next year’s 

band and theater budget. Everyone could win. Except Natalie 

and Reid. Because after spending their entire lives in competition, they have absolutely no 

idea how to be co-anything. And they certainly don’t know how to deal with the feelings 

that are inexplicably, weirdly, definitely developing between them… 

 

A place at the table by Saadia Faruqi  

Sixth graders Sara and Elizabeth could not be more different. Sara 

is at a new school that is completely unlike the small Islamic school 

she used to attend. Elizabeth has her own problems: her British 

mum has been struggling with depression. The girls meet in an 

after-school South Asian cooking class, which Elizabeth takes 

because her mom has stopped cooking, and which Sara, who hates 

to cook, is forced to attend because her mother is the teacher. The 

girls form a shaky alliance that gradually deepens, and they make 

plans to create the most amazing, mouth-watering cross-cultural 

dish together and win a spot on a local food show. They make 

good cooking partners . . . but can they learn to trust each other 

enough to become true friends?  

 

 

 

 

 



 

The ghosts of rose hill by R.M Romero 

With spellbinding verse prose, R.M. Romero channels the spirit 

of myth into a brilliantly original tale, inspired by her 

experiences restoring Jewish cemeteries in Eastern Europe. 

Sent to stay with her aunt in Prague and witness the humble 

life of an artist, Ilana Lopez—a biracial Jewish girl—finds 

herself torn between her dream of becoming a violinist and 

her immigrant parents’ desire for her to pursue a more stable 

career. When she discovers a forgotten Jewish cemetery 

behind her aunt’s cottage, she meets the ghost of a 

kindhearted boy named Benjamin, who died over a century 

ago. As Ilana restores Benjamin’s grave, he introduces her to 

the enchanted side of Prague, where ghosts walk the streets 

and their kisses have warmth. But Benjamin isn't the only one 

interested in Ilana. Rudolph Wassermann, a man with no shadow, has become fascinated 

with her and the music she plays. He offers to share his magic, so Ilana can be with Benjamin 

and pursue her passion for violin. But after Ilana discovers the truth about Wassermann and 

how Benjamin became bound to the city, she resolves to save the boy she loves, even if it 

means losing him—forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

JUVINILE 

Layla the last black unicorn by Tiffany Haddish  
 

It’s not easy to fit in when you stand out. When Layla 
arrives for her first day of school at Unicornia, the school 
for unicorns, she realizes that she’s not like the other kids 
there. They’re all pastel colors and know the rules to 
Horn Ball and none of them come from the Woods like 
Layla does. Try as she might to make friends, Layla’s just . 
. . different. But when her class gets lost during a field 
trip to the Fiddle Dee Deep Forest, it’s up to Layla to step 
up and save the day. 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Noah’s doves by Jane Yolen 
 

Mrs. Noah kept birds. She kept many a variety of birds, 
ravens and robins, eagles and eiders, cockatoos and 
crows. But out of all the birds she kept, her favorite were 
her doves. When the flood comes, Mrs. Noah brings them 
onto the ark. But there is a special mission for the doves. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A holiday for Ari Ant by Sylvia Rouss 
 

When a group of young children learn about the holiday of 

Lag B'Omer, Ari the playground ant wants to join in too. 

But the eager little ant ends up biting into a plastic cookie, 

being covered in sand, and stepping in a puddle of glue! 

Finally he gets to enjoy the best of what the holiday 

offers--Torah stories, picnics, and a campfire with friends. 

An author's note at the end explains the origins of Lag 

B'Omer. Amidst a period of mourning it is a day of joy, 

celebrating the values of Torah learning and perseverance 

in the face of obstacles… 

 

The topsy-turvy bus by Anita Fitch Pozner 

 

Climb aboard the Topsy-Turvy Bus with Maddy 
and Jake as it travels around the country 
teaching communities the importance of taking 
care of the earth and creating a better, cleaner, 
healthier world. Based on a real Topsy-Turvy 
Bus created by Hazon, the largest Jewish 
environmental organization in North America. 

 


