
MISSION: The Soloway JCC is the 
gathering place to build community through 
lifelong learning, recreation, wellness and 
cultural  connection to Israel.

VISION: To be the multigenerational hub  of Jewish life 
in Ottawa and a leading  community centre for those who 
wish to  join and participate.

VALUES: We are welcoming, inclusive, respectful and  
committed to excellence.  We act with integrity in everything we do.
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GANON PRESCHOOL
The Soloway JCC Ganon Preschool 
continues to grow with over 80 students 
for the 2018-2019 school year, more 
of whom stayed for the full day than in 
years past. In an effort to accommodate 
working parents, the preschool extend-
ed its hours allowing children to be 
dropped off as early as 7:30 am and stay 
until 6:00 pm. In addition to afternoon 
enrichment programs like swim lessons, 
art and Monkey Rock Music, Ganon 
preschoolers learn about and cele-
brate all the Jewish holidays in fun and 
meaningful ways. Ganon continues to 
offer programming in partnership with 
the Ottawa Jewish Community School 
and welcomes them to join in the Purim 
Carnival and other celebrations. 

YOUTH & TEENS
The Soloway JCC was a hub of activity 
after school with more than 400 children 
enrolled in a variety of programs includ-
ing Just 4 Kids, Homework Club, and 
specialty classes like Musical Theatre, 
Karate, Yoga, a variety of sports, and for 
the first time, Kindermusic. We had 55 
individual children who were registered 
in the aftercare program year-round 
and an additional 38 different children 
who used after care at least five times 
throughout the year on a drop-in basis 
(all OJCS students). Thirty kids headed 
to the SJCC gymnasium after school to 
shoot hoops and play ball hockey. While 
the majority of children who fill these 
programs come from OJCS, the SJCC has 
built a reputation for quality kids pro-
grams and is therefore attracting more 
and more children from public schools 
in the area. 

More than 133 children spent their time 
off from school in our PD Day Programs 
and Break Camps such as Winter Won-
derland, Coach Brown’s Happy Holidays 
All Star Basketball Camp, March Break 
Camps and Passover Camps.

In partnership with the Safety Tree 
Council of Canada more than 170 chil-
dren came to the SJCC for a variety of 
classes teaching them the skills needed 
to safely stay home alone, be smart 
online and babysit. 

Jewish teens from grades 8-12 cele-
brated Chanukah at Flying Squirrel and 
Purim at the Brass Monkey at events 
planned by JOY (Jewish Ottawa Youth) a 
partnership of organizations including 
the SJCC.

ADULT CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 
The Florence Melton School of Adult 
Jewish Learning classes were filled to 
capacity. Purposes of Jewish Living with 
Rabbi Scher, Rhythms of Jewish Life with 
Rabbi Garten and Rabbi Zuker both had 
16 students. The Star and the Crescent: 
The Long Relationship of Judaism and Is-
lam with Rabbi Garten, the first and only 
course on this topic in our community, 
had 26 participants.

The Cultural and Educational depart-
ment offers programs on a wide range 
of topics such as theatre, the Bible, 
languages and art, all taught by experts 
in their field. Through a partnership 
with the JFO, the SJCC successfully ran a 
program for interfaith families. Expand-
ing the Circle, a semi-monthly discus-
sion group explored topics including 
anti-Semitism, life as a minority, Jewish 
holidays, Israel, and navigating family 
events.

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
The SJCC Health & Wellness Depart-
ment added new classes to the Group 
Fitness Schedule. Both Ballet Barre Fit 
and BodyART are included in member-
ship and continue to be well attended 
by our members. Yoga at the SJCC has 
become increasingly popular and as a 
result additional Beginner Yoga class-
es were added to the schedule along 
with Chair Yoga, a paid program. After 
Work Energizer, a well-attended Aquafit 
class, switched from a paid class to 
being included in membership, which 
made many of the class regulars happy 
members. 

In January the Fitness Centre held a 
Member Cardio Competition which had 
40 members tracking their progress as 
they walked or ran five kilometers and 
biked 10. The competition helped build 
comradery amongst members while 
they competed for prizes and bragging 
rights. 

The Fitness Centre added the Marpo 
Rope Climber to its equipment collec-
tion. The popular new machine is used 
for functional pulling movements and is 
easily accessible for all members includ-
ing those in wheelchairs. 

The Aquatics Department had close to 
1400 registrations for swim lessons over 
the year, not including summer camp 
lessons. The outdoor pool continues to 
be a popular summer hangout for mem-
bers and for those who purchase the ten 
-visit pool pass.

This past year has seen the SJCC 
continue to meet its operational goals 
and demonstrate growth in member-
ship and programs. Our membership 
numbers increased by roughly 5% and 
that has meant more participation in all 
group fitness classes, personal training, 
aquatics programs, and general use of 
our facilities. Camp continues to grow 
with over 2,800 camper registrations 
representing over 700 children. Our 
after school Just 4 Kids program is 
serving over 70 children weekly, Ganon 
preschool is running at capacity with 
over 80 children in full day, morning, 
and afternoon programs. Our adult cul-
tural, educational, and social programs 
are seeing more participation than ever 
with programs like the Florence Melton 

School of Adult Jewish Learning and the 
many offerings through our Vered Israel 
Cultural & Educational Centre. The SJCC 
is busy and well utilized. We have a 
wonderful complement of professionals 
and volunteers, who together promote 
outstanding delivery of programs and 
services to our west end community. 

In 2019 we quietly began the task of 
raising money for much needed capital 
renovations to our 21 year-old facility. 
To date, we have raised over $2,000,000 
and spent $1,300,000 on infrastructure 
needs like a new roof, new elevator, 
new indoor pool dehumidification 
system, and more. Our goal in 2020 is to 
begin renovations of our locker rooms, 
fitness centre, and Ganon preschool. 

We plan to formally announce the 
campaign in 2020, and look forward to 
receiving community support to ensure 
that the SJCC continues to be a signifi-
cant community asset. 

The good work that is done at the SJCC 
is a result of a devoted group of highly 
qualified professionals and volunteers. 
We thank them for their efforts on be-
half of the SJCC and the community. We 
thank our members for their support 
and commitment to keeping the SJCC 
a vital, thriving organization. We look 
forward to providing quality programs 
and services to the community for many 
years to come.

MESSAGE FROM THE SJCC BOARD CHAIR & PRESIDENT/COO



ADULT ATHLETICS
Basketball programs continue to 
be well-attended with 20 women 
dribbling and shooting as part of 
the Women’s Basketball Club and 60 
men were part of the Jewish Men’s 
Basketball League (JMBL). The Men’s 
Ice Hockey and Ball Hockey were full, 
and Pickleball is becoming increas-
ingly popular amongst our members 
with 20 adults meeting in our gym on 
a regular basis. 

The Athletics Department Breakfast 
of Champions took place in June and 
welcomed around 100 people. The 
annual event honored Jewish com-
munity athletes and volunteers of all 
ages and welcomed key note speaker 
Andrew Fainer.

 
THE GREENBERG FAMILIES 
LIBRARY
Families with young children enjoyed 
the Greenberg Families Library Story 
Time. The monthly event included a 
story and craft focussing on a Jewish 
holiday. Other programs put on 
by the library include Author Talks 
where local authors discuss their 
work, and  the Jewish Film Series-in 
partnership with AJA 50+.

The library expanded its collection 
of  Hebrew books for native speakers 
and for those learning the language. 
Several new titles were added to the 
Young Adult collection as well. 

A library computer was replaced with 
a Chromebook, freeing up space for 
a charging station at the computer 
tables and once again the Greenberg 
Families Library received Advanced 
Accreditation for the next three years 
from the Association of Jewish Librar-
ies indicating the library was follow-
ing professional library standards.

 
JCC OF OTTAWA SUMMER CAMPS
Summer Camps registrations were 
up from the previous season with 
over 2800 registrations which 
translates to 782 individual camp-
ers attending Day Camp, Traveling 
Sports Camp and Specialty Camps. 
New for summer 2019 was a camp 
for two-year olds which took place in 
the Ganon Preschool and acted as a 
stepping stone to Ganon in the fall, 
as well as two Specialty Camps; Car-
tooning with Sheltoons and Musical 

Theatre. VERED ISRAEL CULTUR-
AL & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
The Vered Israel Cultural & Educa-
tional Program formed and strength-
ened partnerships with several 
community agencies including: the 
Embassy of Israel, JFO, CICF, Zelikov-
itz Center, JFS, Na’amat, OTC, Israeli 
Bonds, JNF, CIJA, CFTU, CFHU, JWRP, 
JET, CBB, NCSY, Sephardi Association 
and more. The Chanukah Gift Fair 
brought more than 600 people to the 
SJCC in search of holiday gifts and the 
Israeli House Adult Purim Party and 
Rosh Hashanah Apple Picking event 
both drew large crowds. Aside from 
celebrations like Yom Ha’atzmaut, the 
Vered Program hosts several lectures 
throughout the year on such topics 
as Jewish history and modern politics 
in the Middle East, averaging a crowd 
of around 60 people per lecture. 

In addition to the Israeli Film Festival, 
which according to event partner 
the Canadian Film Institute, boasted 
its highest participation ever with 
more than 960 attendees, the Vered 
Program introduced an Israeli Winter 
Film Series. The screenings took 
place at the SJCC and featured classic 
Israeli films to a combined audience 
of 240. Two Israeli comedians visited 
Ottawa to perform Hebrew stand up 
to a crowd of 80. 

MEMBERSHIP
SJCC Membership continues to hold 
steady with around 4000 members 
with a retention rate of 79%. Ap-
proximately 800 individuals joined 
the SJCC between August 2018 and 
August 2019. Promotions like the 
no commitment ten-visit Fit Pass, 
continue to be well received and 
brought people in the door on a trial 
basis which, in many cases, leads to a 
membership down the road. 

The Soloway JCC/Ottawa Synagogue 
Membership Reciprocal Program 
now includes nine synagogues giving 
their members discounts on SJCC 
Membership and SJCC Members a 
discount of synagogue membership. 

Ottawa Celebrity Sports Dinner: Over 
700 people came for the event which hon-
ored NFL great Jerome “The Bus” Bettis and 
raised $250,000 for the SJCC. 

SJCC Annual Biathlon: Teams cycled and 
swam to raise more than $19,000 for the 
Centre.

Yom Ha’atzmaut:  The largest community 
event of the year, Israel’s 71st birthday, wel-
comed 800 people who came to the SJCC to 
celebrate with Israeli music, food and fun!

Yom Hazikaron: Israel’s Memorial Day for 
fallen soldiers and victims of terror contin-
ues to grow with 250 Israelis and Ottawa 
Jews coming together in April 2019.   

Memorial Service following the Pitts-
burgh synagogue shooting: More than 
600 people from the Jewish community and 
beyond, gathered at the SJCC in October 
2018 to pay tribute to the victims of the 
Saturday morning shooting at Tree of Life 
Synagogue.

Mimouna: In partnership with the Sephar-
di Association of Ottawa the SJCC is home 
to Mimouna the post Passover celebration 
when the Jews of Morocco and other North 
African countries return to eating chametz.

Limmud: A day of Jewish learning where 
many come to the SJCC to attend classes 
on a variety of subjects. This educational 
day is a partnership between the Max & 
Tessie Zelikovitz Centre for Jewish Studies 
at Carleton University, Vered Jewish Cana-
dian Studies Program, Congregation Beth 
Shalom and the JFO.

Ottawa Tornado of 2018: When many 
in the area were without power and hot 
water, the SJCC welcomed everyone in need 
to come to the Centre for a hot shower and 
a charge for their electronics. 

Purim Carnival: Families came dressed in 
costumes to jump, play and win prizes in 
the SJCC gymnasium.  The Purim Carnival is 
an event of the SJCC Youth Department and 
JCC of Ottawa Summer Camps.

Family Chanukah Party: Together with 
the PJ Library the SJCC hosted a Chanukah 
celebration that had 400 people spinning 
dreidels and eating latkes.

Fundraising, Special Events  
& Partnerships 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
2018/2019

SOLOWAY JCC OFFICERS SOLOWAY JCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Total Revenue $4,719,400
Total Expenses  $5,097,200
Add back:     $386,000 
Amortization   

Net Surplus (Deficit)  $8,200REVENUE 2018/2019

EXPENSES 2018/2019

Chair of the Board Michael Aronson  

First Vice Chair  Allan Shefrin

Second Vice Chair Nathan Smith

Secretary  Inga Dobrijevic 

Treasurer  Ryan Goldberg

Immediate Past Chair Sabina Wasserlauf

Ari Lesser

Rabbi Steven Garten

Michael Levitan

Dan Palayew

Ryan Goldberg

Lisa Rosenkrantz

David Glick-Stal

Susan Finkelman

Other
$428,700

Fundraising & Revenue Development
$591,000

Communal Funding
$520,600

Membership
$921,300

Programs
$2,257,800

Administration
$664,700

Other
$120,100

Events
$336,200

Occupancy
$811,300

Members, Marketing & Customer Service
$379,700

Programs
$2,785,200


