
Mission: The Soloway JCC is the gathering place to build 
community through lifelong learning, recreation, wellness 
and cultural  connection to Israel.

Vision: To be the multigenerational hub  of Jewish life in 
Ottawa and a leading  community centre for those who 
wish to  join and participate.

Values: We are welcoming, inclusive, respectful and 
committed to excellence.  We act with integrity in 
everything we do.
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The SJCC continues to strive for excellence and 2017 
was a year where much was accomplished. Perhaps the 
most significant initiative was the completion of our stra-
tegic planning process. Our new strategic plan will be the 
blueprint for our JCC over the next 4-5 years. A special 
thanks to Mike Aronson and Marla Israel who chaired 
the process, and Michael Walsh for his professional  
efforts in guiding the process. One of the key actions 
from the strategic plan is the need for a major capital 
initiative to renovate our facility. We are pleased to  
report that under the chairmanship of Past Board Chair, 
Bob Wener, our capital campaign initiative has begun. 
In 2017 we focused on the design and strategy compo-
nents of the campaign. The fund raising effort will com-
mence in the coming year.

Programmatically the SJCC continues to be a thriving, 
well utilized facility. Our Ganon Preschool ran at ca-
pacity with 83 children. Ganon is now licensed by the 
Ministry of Education as a full day facility. As a result for 
the first time in 2017, we successfully offered full day  
programs to 2 year olds. Our summer day camps con-
tinue to break new ground for participation and pro-
gram excellence. This past year we had more than 2,700 
camper registrations serving over 700 children. Our  
Jewish educational programs keep growing. We now  
offer two classes in Adult Jewish Education under the 
umbrella of the renowned Florence Melton School of 
Adult Jewish Learning.

In addition we offered numerous educational, cultural, 
and social programs through our Adult department, 
Vered Israel Cultural & Educational Programs, and the 
Greenberg Families Library. These programs served hun-
dreds of people week to week. 

Health, Fitness, & Wellness programs continue to be 
the lifeblood of membership at the SJCC. In 2017 we  
decided to offer even more value to membership by 
making our SpinFit indoor cycling programs a benefit 
of membership. We renovated a racquetball court to  
design a new Spinfit studio that has been well received by  
members. Our aquatics programs provide over 2,000 
swim lessons on an annual basis. 

Financially, 2017 was the thirteenth consecutive year 
that we have met or surpassed our budgeted operational 
goals. Our volunteer and professional leadership contin-
ue to do an outstanding job managing all aspects of our 
almost $5,000,000 operation. 

Thanks to all our members, volunteers, and staff who 
make the SJCC a vibrant, busy, and special place within 
our community.

Sabina Wasserlauf, Board Chair 
 
Barry Sohn, President/COO

Message from the SJCC Board Chair & President/COO

Barry Sohn 
President/COO

Sabina Wasserlauf 
SJCC Board Chair

Shalom Baby welcomes newborn babies to 
our community with a gift bag and information 
about the Ottawa Jewish Community. Volun-
teers delivered gifts to 34 young families over 
the past year with the goal of getting them  
involved in the community. More than 70% of 
these families end up connecting to the commu-
nity through SJCC programming and PJ library. 
 
The Family Life Centre provides a roster of 
stimulating programs to keep toddlers active. 
Babies and parents rocked out with Monkey 
Rock, worked out with FitMom and the SJCC 
Family Life Centre Swim Classes ran at capacity. 
Shabbat Shalom brought parents and toddlers 
together for a weekly Shabbat party. The cele-
bration, took place in the Ganon preschool and 
has become a successful feeder for the school 
and membership. A free car seat clinic took 
place in August to help parents ensure that their 
children were safely secured in their vehicles. 

Early Beginnings Multicultural Child Develop-
ment Centre continues to run at full capacity. 
The toddler program is in high demand with an 
extensive waiting list.

Despite the implementation of JK programs 
in all Ontario public schools, EB’s JK program 
continues to run at full capacity. The enriched 
JK program includes French and Hebrew class-
es, music, visits to the OJCS library, field trips, 
and swimming lessons at the SJCC in summer. 
All other classrooms also have weekly music 
classes and a monthly Shabbat sing-a-long.

The Ganon Preschool ran at capacity with 83 
children for the 2016-17 school year. Many 
parents took advantage of the Ontario Minis-
try of Education new full day license. Eleven 
two year olds participated in full day program-
ming, which was offered to that age group for 
the first time. 

Full time students of all ages enjoyed kosher 
lunches through a partnership with Babi’s Res-
taurant.

Holiday celebrations, like a Purim Carnival and 
Passover sederim helped make all the Chagim 
special. Nineteen  students graduated from our 
JK program.

After School Programs at the SJCC keep kids 
active. After Care Homework Club, and ac-
tivities like Yoga, Musical Theatre, Karate, PD 
Days and break camps combined had more 
than 180 participants throughout the year.

The SJCC’s After School Sports Club had kids 
playing floor hockey, basketball, squash, or soc-
cer afternoons in the gym. On Sundays Coach 
Brown’s One-on-One Sunday Basketball Train-
ing was popular with kids looking to improve 
their game. The SJCC hosted a variety of birth-
day parties, almost every Sunday all year.

Newborns and Toddlers to Teens



JCC of Ottawa Summer Camps had an unprec-
edented summer with 700 campers resulting 
in over 2700 registrations. Children between 
the ages of 3 and 15 experienced unforget-
table memories at JCC Day Camp, Travelling 
Sports Camp and 19 Specialty Camps. Many 
camps were at capacity with wait lists.

B’nai Brith Youth Organizations (BBYO) teens 
joined members of Frosty, USY, NCSY and  
Torah High to form Jewish Ottawa Youth 
(JOY). The group celebrated Chanukah at 
KBI, Purim at the Brass Monkey and en-
joyed a Shabbaton weekend at CBB. Ad-
vanced aquatics classes such as Bronze  
Medallion, Bronze Cross and NLS teach teens 
lifeguarding, which opens doors to employ-
ment opportunities here at the SJCC.

Keeping Adults Active both 
Physically and Mentally
The Florence Melton School of Adult  
Jewish Learning provided 60 students with 
an enriched Jewish learning experience. 
Through the Melton program, Jewish Living, 
history, ethics and a look at The History of 
the Arab-Israeli Conflict were taught by top  
local rabbis and scholars. S’iz Besser in Yiddish, 
brought together 25 retirees to appreciate the 
richness of Yiddishkeit through songs, skits, 
proverbs and jokes in an informal setting. Aside 
from getting in touch with their Jewish roots 
adults and zoomers came to the SJCC for other 
cultural experiences such as literature, mixed 
media, current affairs classes, and a classical 
composer series.

Highlighting the 2016-17 season was a roster 
of courses paying tribute to the best of Canada 
at 150. 

In February 2017, the Greenberg Families 
Library implemented a digital circulation sys-
tem. Patrons’ JCC cards were scanned, up-dat-
ed, records were created and the system was 
fully automated by the spring.

The GFL has an online search system, which 
can be accessed by patrons at home to renew 
and reserve items. The automated catalogue 
allows for graphics, book reviews, and summa-
ries that provide more information about the 
content of the material.

These technological improvements brought 
the library into the 21st century.

The Health & Wellness Department added 
more yoga classes to the Group Fitness Sched-
ule. Members were treated to Health Appreci-
ation Day with a variety of shortened versions 
of fun fitness classes followed by a talk with a 
JCC Personal Trainer. A plan was put in place 
to move the SpinFit Studio and include SpinFit 
in membership.

Athletic Programs and Leagues Close to 200 
adults participated in a variety of Athletic 
Programs and Leagues in the SJCC gym and 
at the Sens Plex Ice Complex. Floor Hockey, 
Women’s Basketball, squash, badminton, JCC 
Ice hockey and Men’s Basketball Leagues kept 

adults active and introduced newcomers to 
our community. The Athletic Department  
continued its relationship with Ausome Ottawa, 
giving children with special needs the opportu-
nity to enjoy sports in a positive manner. 

The Annual Breakfast of Champions celebrated 
our community’s athletic heroes and honored 
student athletes, volunteers and team cham-
pions. Teens participating in the Summer 2016 
Maccabi Games in Israel were recognized. 
Ottawa native, tennis professional, Jesse Levine 
was honoured and inducted into the Ottawa 
Jewish Sports Hall of Fame.

The SJCC Aquatics Department offered more 
than 2000 swimming lessons over the course 
of the year. Saturday swims at the outdoor pool 
continued to be a favourite summer spot for 
members and pass holders. Heart Wise Aquafit 
classes, like AquaWaves, continue to be well 
attended by members. 

Fostering a Love for Israel
The Vered Israel Cultural and Educational 
Program together with the Canadian Film In-
stitute held its most successful Israeli Film 
Festival to date with more than 800 film buffs 
in attendance at Carleton University to screen 
four award winning Israeli films. In November 
the Chanukah Gift Fair packed the SJCC gym 
with vendors selling gifts and a full day of ac-
tivities for the whole family. The Vered Israel 
Program welcomed 70 Israeli teens, who had 
lost family members to terror attacks in Israel, 
for a day of fun and respite at the SJCC. Dr. 
Henri Habib returned for a series of lectures 
on the Middle East and an evening with Israeli 
actor and creator of the popular Fauda TV se-
ries, Lior Raz, brought 400 people through our 
doors. 

Israeli House, part of the Vered Israel Program, 
gives Hebrew speaking members of our com-
munity the chance to socialize and celebrate 
in their native language. Israeli House hosted a 
well-attended Purim party for adults complete 
with a costume competition, games, prizes 
and Israeli trivia. Local Israelis gathered on a 
monthly basis for a shira b’tzibur (sing-along) 
and shared a summer picnic and yom keif (fun-
day) at Logos Land Resort. Close to 200 people 
participated in the annual apple picking event. 

In May, community members gathered at the 
SJCC to commemorate Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s 
Memorial Day for fallen soldiers and victims of 
terror. Special guests included Israeli Ambas-
sador, His Excellency Nimrod Barkan, Consul 
General Adir Rubin and high-ranking Canadian 
Army officials.

The SJCC was home to the community wide 
Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration, which hosted 
close to 900 people for an evening of danc-
ing, singing and Israeli food and culture. Earlier 
in the day community members gathered at  
Ottawa City Hall for a Flag Raising Ceremony 
in honor of Israel’s 69th birthday.

Chanukah 2016 was celebrated together with 
the PJ Library and close to 400 people. 

The SJCC teamed up with several local syna-
gogues for the annual Purim party with carni-
val games run by teen volunteers.

Fun Fundraisers and Grants 
The 19th Annual Ottawa Celebrity Sports 
Dinner welcomed football legend Jim Kelly 
with more than 600 people in attendance co-
chaired by community members Dave Ross and 
Stuart Ages. The event, in partnership with the 
Ottawa Hospital Foundation, gave the hospital 
a platform to help raise funds for leukemia and 
stem cell research, a cause that was near and 
dear to our celebrity guest as well as our long-
time auctioneer and co-host, Stuntman Stu. 

The fourth Annual SJCC Biathlon raised more 
than $18,000 and had members sweating it 
out in the SpinFit Studio and swimming laps in 
the pool is support of scholarships for families 
and individuals who need financial assistance 
with programs like the Ganon Preschool and 
JCC Summer Camps.

The SJCC received a contribution from the 
Canada 150 Infrastructure Program towards 
infrastructure improvements and a grant from 
the Danbe Foundation in support of the Flor-
ence Melton School of Adult Jewish Education.

Membership 
More than 4000 people enjoy membership 
at the SJCC and take advantage of early reg-
istration, discounted prices and full usage of 
the Centre’s facilities. Most of our members 
come through word-of-mouth but many are 
drawn in by our print and digital ads, including 
targeted promotions on Facebook. Free coffee 
Fridays and Bring a Book Take a Book help to  
create a social environment for our members. 

A new membership category, the Cultural 
Membership was introduced to give communi-
ty members, not interested in using the fitness 
facilities, a lower cost option to be part of the 
Centre. Also new is the Fit Pass, a no commit-
ment 10 visit pass, giving users access to the 
centres facilities without the commitment of 
a membership. Through our partnership with 
Kehillat Beth Israel we gave away more than 
12 free Teen Memberships to those celebrat-
ing a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 

A membership committee made up of active 
SJCC users of all ages was formed under the 
leadership of board member Michael Levitan. 
The goal of the committee was to examine and 
address the challenges facing membership.

The Soloway JCC was engaged in a Strategic 
Planning process, which had different seg-
ments of the community filling out online sur-
veys regarding their usage and perception of 
the Centre. Focus Groups were formed and led 
by consultant Michael Walsh.



Financial Summary 
2016/2017

Total Revenue $4,722,700

Total Expenses  $4,233,900

Surplus (Deficit)  $488,800

Other
$824,000

Fundraising & Revenue Development
$559,000

Communal Funding
$480,000

Membership
$852,600

Programs
$2,007,100

Administra�on
$625,600

Other
$123,600

Events
$301,700

Occupancy
$783,700

Members, Marke�ng & Customer Service
$332,000

Programs
$2,067,300

Revenue 2016/2017

Expenses 2016/2017


