
One might suggest that the JCC 
movement began as early as 1854 
when the first Hebrew Young 
Men’s Literary Association opened 
its doors in Baltimore to provide 
support for Jewish immigrants, help 
ensure Jewish continuity, and to 
provide a place for celebration.

For almost the next one hundred 
years, YMHAs and JCCs across 
North America followed the same 
guiding principles – to help Jewish 
immigrants and to be a place for the 
Jewish community to connect with 
each other.

With the founding of the State of 
Israel in 1948, JCCs became the 
community’s home to celebrate 
Israel as well as cultural events  
and Jewish holidays. 

Eighteen years ago, Ottawa’s Jewish 
Community Centre moved from 
Chapel to Broadview. In  
many ways, The Ottawa JCC  
took a “broader view” of our 
community’s future, relocating to 
the center of the Ottawa Jewish 
Community Campus. Although 
we share the campus with other 
important Jewish community 
agencies, this building is where the 
action is —where the community 
comes to gather.

The Torah parashah that was 
recently read in synagogues around 
the world is named parashah  

Tetzaveh. It includes a detailed 
description of the priesthood in the 
Torah and gives us insight into the 
hierarchical society of our ancient 
ancestors. While there were groups 
assigned distinct tasks, i.e., the 
Kohanim and the Levites, in our time 
we can learn from this parashah that 
each of us must find our appointed 
task in the continuing chain of 
Jewish life.

In many ways, the history of 
JCCs and our Soloway JCC in 
particular has always been striving 
and evolving to meet the task of 
continuing the chain of Jewish life 
in a changing world. As our parents 
and grandparents did for us, we 
are doing for future generations. 
Personally, I find it challenging to 
imagine a time before Ottawa had a 
JCC to call home, or how the Jewish 
Community of Ottawa would have 
gathered together members of all 
synagogues to celebrate under one 
roof. Who would organize the event, 
who would attend, where would it 
be and of course the big question — 
who would pay?  

Thankfully, our children have grown 
up knowing that the Soloway JCC is 
here. Here for them to play sports, 
here for them to learn, here for 
them to spend time on their smart 
phones with friends sitting across 
from them. Here for them to be 
proudly Jewish.

The SJCC continues to provide 
a wide range of community 
programming aimed at continuing 
the chain of Jewish life in Ottawa. 
From Shalom Baby — literally 
welcoming new babies and families 
to the community to programs for 
seniors and every age in between 
— The SJCC has something that 
connects with everyone. 

Our SJCC professionals have 
enthusiastically worked to meet 
the mission statement of the SJCC, 
while ensuring that we would 
report another year of meeting 
our financial goals and achieving a 
balanced budget. It should be noted 
that our SJCC has had many years 
of meeting our budgetary goals, 
while investing almost one million 
dollars back in to this building. 

In conclusion, from the lessons of 
the torah parashah to a brief history 
of JCCs — we are in a good place…
actually for the task of continuing 
Jewish Life in Ottawa, thanks to our 
many SJCC members and donors, 
SJCC volunteers, SJCC staff and  
our friends at the JFO — we are in  
a great place.
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The Soloway JCC strives to be a gathering place for all 
people to come together in a spirit of diversity, respect 
and inclusiveness. We aim to promote Jewish cultural, 
intellectual and social journeys, physical wellness and 
connection to Israel. We collaborate with a wide range 
of partners and welcome all members of the community, 
whatever their background and whatever their entry 
point and wherever they identify along the spectrums 
of religiosity, sexual orientation, age, financial status and 
family makeup.

The mission of the Soloway JCC and all community 
agencies is to ensure the significant continuation of the 
Jewish people. Towards this end, the Soloway JCC strives 
to maximize the role of Israel in enhancing Jewish identity 
and love of Judaism and building bridges to the Jewish 
people.

Soloway JCC Mission & Values



The SJCC continued its track record of success in 
2015. We ended our fiscal year (August 31) by once 
again meeting or surpassing our operational financial 
goals for the tenth consecutive year. This feat has 
been accomplished while programs and services have 
expanded in many areas. We are offering more Group 
Fitness classes free to members than ever before 
(41 per week), swim lessons served more than 2,000 
participants, our Ganon Preschool enrolment increased 
by 17% now serving 76 children, Day Camps enrolment 
surpassed 2,400 registrations serving 650 children, 
enrichment programs for children are consistently 
serving over 50 children each week through our Family 
Life Centre and Just 4 Kids after school programs, 
and our Jewish educational and cultural programs are 
meeting the needs of our Jewish community through 
the Vered Israel Cultural & Educational Program and our 
Adult Centre for Engaged Learning.  

Thousands of people enter our doors for community 
events like Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Yom Hazikaron, and Yom 
Hashoa. We continue to serve our community as the 
largest non-denominational and non-sectarian agency 
within our Jewish community. We are truly a beacon to 
all who live in our Jewish community and the more than 
4,000 members we serve annually.

As a membership based organization we count on 
membership dollars to support the many programs 
and services provided each day all year round at the 
SJCC. However, membership revenue comprises less 
than 25% of our overall operating budget. We need 
members but we also need the community to support 
our fund raising efforts like the “Ottawa Celebrity 
Sports Dinner” and “Annual SJCC Biathlon”. We also 
need strong funding partners like the Jewish Federation 
of Ottawa and Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation 
who combined generously provided over $420,000 of 
much needed funding this past year. Support the SJCC 
by becoming, or better yet remaining, a member. If this 
is not possible support our fund raising efforts and 
support the JFO and OJCF. 

We feel very good about our accomplishments and are 
grateful to our Board, volunteers, and staff who make 
these accomplishments possible. I believe there is a 
strong connection between the success of the SJCC 
and the quality of life in our Ottawa Jewish Community. 
Let’s ensure success for many years to come.

Barry Sohn
President/COO
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From Newborns to Teens
Many experience the SJCC for the first time from 
the comfort of a stroller as the Centre has seen 
an increase in early years programming and at-
tendance. Playing a key role in spreading the word 
about everything that goes on in our community 
for young families is Shalom Baby, a program that 
provides families with newborns a gift bag packed 
with information about the Jewish community. 
Shalom Baby volunteers delivered gift bags to 
more than 40 families this past year with the goal 
of getting them engaged in the Ottawa commu-
nity right from the beginning. 

The Family Life Centre continued to engage 
families in our centre with a roster of stimulating 
parented programs for children 4 and under, and 
brought back Friday favorite, Shabbat Shalom. 
The weekly program, which brings parents and 
toddlers together for a Shabbat party, takes place 
in the Ganon preschool and has become an 
important feeder for the preschool and for SJCC 
membership.

Early Beginnings Multicultural Child Development 
Centre celebrated 25 years of providing high qual-
ity day care. Early Beginnings ran at full capacity 
with waiting lists, especially for the Toddler class 
and, despite the implementation of JK programs in 
Ontario public schools, EB’s JK program contin-
ues to run at full capacity. A basic Hebrew class 
was added to the enriched JK program as well 
as a monthly Shabbat sing-a-long program for all 
classes.

Sixty-five children filled the classrooms at The 
Ganon Preschool during the 2014-2015 year 
learning French, Hebrew as well as pre-math, 
reading and writing skills. Ganon celebrated 
Chankuah with all the preschool families and Pu-
rim with a carnival that included Early Beginnings. 
The preschool began the process to become a full 
day program licensed by the Ontario Ministry of 
Education.

As the children graduate from the SJCC early 
years’ programs and move on to other schools 
they find themselves back in their home away 
from home for after care and a variety of after 
school programs like yoga, sports, dance and 
karate. These extracurricular programs saw an 
increase of enrollment and many were operating 
at full capacity. Our after-care program, which on 
its busiest day took in 44 children, also became a 
licensed program under the Ministry of Education.

When the school year winds down the excitement 
begins to ramp up at the SJCC as JCC of Ottawa 
Summer Camps take over the Centre. Summer 
2015 saw an unprecedented 650 children result-
ing in over 2400 registrations for Day Camp, 
Travelling Sports Camp and 17 unique Specialty 
Camps. Many camps were at capacity with wait 
lists.  

Teens spent weekends at BBYO conventions get-
ting to know their peers from across the region, 
learned the tricks of the child care trade with 
babysitting courses in partnership with St. John’s 
Ambulance and stretched in after school teen 
yoga classes. Advanced aquatics courses such as 
Bronze Medallion, Bronze Cross and NLS teach 
teens the principles of lifeguarding which opens 
doors to employment at the SJCC pools and 
keeps our teens immersed in the Jewish com-
munity. 

Adult Programs for the mind, 
body & soul
The Soloway JCC is a hub of activity for adults 
of all ages and interests. The SJCC offers fitness, 
cultural and educational programs and partners 
with a variety of local organizations to help 
broaden our reach within the community and to 
be inclusive in our programming.

Recruitment plans for The Florence Melton 
School of Jewish Education began with the goal 
of beginning classes in the Fall of 2015. The Adult 
Programs Department introduced a series of clas-
sical music performances, with pianist Katherine 
Addleman and said farewell to its long running 
Yiddish Theatre Troupe which staged its final 
performance after 13 years.

The Greenberg Families Library established a 
monthly email service whereby library members 
are notified of new titles arriving on the shelves. 
They also started a Summer Book Club based on 
the works of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. More than 
100 members of the public visited the Library and 
Archives during Doors Open in June.

Adults looking to get fit benefitted from the 
addition of more group fitness classes (over 41 
each week) included in membership. The Health 
& Wellness Department thanked members for 
their loyal participation with a Member Health 
Appreciation Day where around 50 members, and 
their guests, enjoyed a morning of fitness classes, 
a lecture and healthy snacks.

Our indoor pool was busy with swimming lessons, 
aquafit classes, lap swimmers and over 900 pri-
vate lessons over the summer. The SJCC Aquatics 
Department continued its relationship with 
friends at Tamir who benefit from the therapeutic 
effects of the salt water.   Saturday swims at the 
outdoor pool continue to grow in attendance and 
popularity.

Connecting to Israel
The Vered Israel Cultural & Educational Program 
continued to bring Israeli arts and culture to Ot-
tawa with the 12th Annual Israeli Film Festival.  In 
partnership with the Canadian Film Institute, the 
Canada Israel Cultural Forum and the Embassy 
of Israel, the festival hosted record crowds for its 
four award winning films.

Together with the Sephardic Association of Ot-
tawa the Vered Israel Program brought a taste of 
Sephardic culture to the SJCC with a multicultural 
party celebrating Sephardi traditions. More than 
120 community members, of all backgrounds, 
took part in the festivities. 

In the summer a lecture by Dr. Gold, inventor of 
Israel’s Iron Dome technology, piqued the interest 
of over 300 people who came out to hear the 
doctor speak.

Bringing the Jewish community  
together
Yom Ha’atzmaut, the largest community wide 
celebration of the year took place at the Soloway 
JCC for the first time. Close to 1000 people 
gathered to celebrate Israel’s birthday with a live 
band, shows for the kids and Israeli food. Special 
thanks to Penny Torontow who stepped down af-
ter chairing this event for several years. Joining in 
the celebrations were the Ambassador of Israel to 
Canada, Deputy Head of Mission and the Defence 
Attache to Canada. Prior to the party community 
members gathered for a Flag Raising Ceremony at 
Ottawa City Hall and a Yom Hazikaron commemo-
ration at the Soloway JCC. 

Israeli House, a joint program of Vered Israel and 
the Embassy of Israel, brought 200 people togeth-
er, 90% of whom were Israeli, at a local orchard to 
pick apples in preparation for the new year. 

The Soloway JCC and several local synagogues 
banned together for a community wide Purim 
party in the SJCC gymnasium and each night of 
Chanukah children, members and staff gathered at 
the front desk to light the Chanukah candles. 

Fundraising and Membership
Much of what we do at the SJCC would not be 
possible without the many dedicated volunteers 
and donors whose generosity contributes greatly 
to what goes on every day. Our flagship fundrais-
er, the Ottawa Celebrity Sports Dinner, welcomed 
hockey legend Mark Messier. Dave Ross was Chair 
for the 17th Annual Event. The Biathlon, a one 
day fundraiser, where participants ride the spin 
bike and swim, raised funds to help support com-
munity and youth programs no longer funded as 
a result of the Centre’s lost bingo revenue. Sabina 
Wasserlauf did a great job chairing the Biathlon.

More than 4000 People enjoy membership at 
the Soloway JCC and take advantage of early 
registration for programs, discounted prices and 
full usage of the Centre’s facilities. The majority of 
our members come through word-of-mouth but 
many are being drawn in by our radio and print 
ads promoting the centre’s attributes. Discounts 
offered for a limited time and exclusive one month 
memberships (offered twice a year) have been 
bringing potential members through our doors. 
Non-member users such as Ganon and Summer 
Camp families are contacted with exclusive offers. 

The Soloway Jewish Community Centre is the centre of Jewish life in Ottawa. Through a wide range of cultural, 
educational, health & wellness programs and Jewish celebrations the SJCC has been successfully bringing the 
community together and enriching the lives of everyone who steps thorough our doors from babies, children and 
teens to adults and seniors.



Financial Summary 
2014/2015

Total Revenue $4,157,400

Total Expenses  $3,791,900

Surplus (Deficit)  $185,500

Other
$440,900

Programs
$1,792,100

Membership
$946,500

Revenue Development Events
$400,200

Fundraising
$109,200

Communal Funding
$468,500

Other
$97,600

Programs
$1,920,800

Occupancy
$769,200

Events
$251,100

Membership, Marketing & Customer Service
$309,600

Administration
$623,600

Revenue 2014/2015

Expenses 2014/2015


